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The Music of the Isle of Man





This small island, positioned in the Irish sea, has been buffeted not only by the raging sea winds, but also by the competing cultures of its Celtic neighbors in Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, as well as by the Anglo-Saxons of England and even the roaming Vikings of Scandinavia. Traditional music here has therefore developed a rich and varied history.





While music and dance has played a major role in daily Manx life, many traditional forms have faded under the pressures of the years and cultural competition. The decline of the Manx language and the influence of Methodist missionaries (who disapproved of traditional music) led to a decline in many local art forms. In 1974 the last native Manx speaker passed away and many thought that the long Celtic tradition and culture of the Island was also set to expire.





Instead, a major revival occurred. Manx appeared on the curriculum of primary and secondary schools. The Celtic harp, lurs (an ancient wind instrument with roots in Scandinavia), recorders, and fiddles were brought out of their boxes and were once again heard on candle-lit stages in castles and concert halls throughout the Island. The people of Manx were re-discovering their rich musical history and once again holding thrilling community dances in the evening air. One of the most exciting developments has been the establishment of an annual music festival called the Yn Chruinnaght.





But we live in a world driven by technology and if music isn't recorded for consumption in the four corners of the world that music is often ignored by wider audiences. To the detriment of music lovers across the globe this has been the fate of much Manx music. 





A few native musicians have fought this trend and made recordings of their performances for a broader audience. With a little digging you may be able to find some and expand your own musical horizons to include the unique Celtic sounds of the Isle of Man.





Emma Christian is one of the most noted talents coming out of Man in recent years. She is a singer and harpist, and also plays the recorder. Her 1994 album, "Beneath the Twilight" is considered a treasure trove of the Manx oral tradition.





The head of the Manx Heritage Foundation, as well as an outstanding harpist, Charles Guard has produced a number of popular albums, including "Avenging and Bright".





One of the most popular bands to come out of the Isle of Man has been MacTullagh Vannin, a traditional group that has traveled the world introducing audiences to the music of their homeland. They have jumped onto the internet and have their own site, which is worth a visit: http://www.mtv.org.im/home.html.
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Check out the Thistle and Shamrock website  for more informati on on Celtic music.   http://www.npr.org/programs/thistle/      

